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UPDATE NUMBER 10 – July 2006

Hello Everyone

Two Update’s from CHOICE in a month, something must be going on…..!!

Well, it is.  In our last UPDATE, we told you that the Cabinet of the Council would discuss post 16 SEN education at their meeting on 18 July and that the paper to be put to them on this subject would be scrutinised by the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee on 11 July.  CHOICE was invited to present evidence to the Scrutiny committee (you can see what we presented by going to http://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/hlpdownloads/CA180706-add-08a.htm) with your feedback to us via the questionnaire formed the basis of our submission.

We can now report that the meeting of the Scrutiny Committee was very positive with this group making strong recommendations that the Cabinet should support extending the age range of the county’s Special Schools beyond 16.  The paper that went to Cabinet can be found at http://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/hlpdownloads/CA180706-08.htm.  This paper included three options (but please note – these are different to the options set out in the Griffiths report!) with option 3 to extend the age range of some Special Schools.

The really good news is that Cabinet unanimously backed this option.  Just to be clear, this means that the Council has agreed to support the provision of post 16 education in Special Schools.  This option also involves the development of a curriculum framework, which received unanimous parental support in our recent questionnaire.  

However, before we pop the champagne corks, there is still the issue of how this is to be funded and as yet we have no definitive timescale for change, though CHOICE is pressing the Council on both of these points.  It will also be the case that not all Special Schools are likely to get a post 16 unit, at least in the first instance.

More important is what all this means for those of you who are in, or about to start the process of transition planning (i.e. age 14+).  Our advice is that if you want your child to stay on at school post 16, that you state this loud and clear.  You should do this as soon as possible by writing to Gillian Tee (address: Children’s Services, Macclesfield House, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1NA) with your letter copied to your child’s head teacher.  Then just stick to your guns and don’t take “no” for an answer!  However, you may have to compromise on where the post 16 provision is offered if your school is not in line for a post 16 unit.  If you have any problems or issues with any of this, then please contact us.  But remember, we are just hard working parents like you – so all we can offer is advice.

Thank you for your continuing support.  When we started our campaign we were told that we were doomed to fail – we have not.  It is clear to us that CHOICE could not have delivered this fantastic outcome without your backing.  We will continue to keep you informed of developments.

If you would like to know more about the current situation, if you think you can help with our work, or if you want more information, then you can contact CHOICE via Paul or Mandy Maryan at paul.maryan@virgin.net or at The Beeches, Wantage Road, Rowstock, OX11 0JU 01235 834420.  This is also the contact point for new parents who want to join our ongoing campaign.

