Oxford Dyspraxia Group April Newsletter

Oxford Dyspraxia Group Meeting

We are holding a meeting on Wednesday 7th May 2008 

Venue: Oxford Brookes University, Gipsy Lane, Headington, Oxford
For map look on: www.brookes.ac.uk/about/findus/documents/headington.pdf
For: Parents, teenagers and adults with dyspraxia and interested professionals
Time: Tea/coffee and information will be available from 7.15 pm. Presentations will start at 7.45 pm. End of meeting 9.30 pm
Presentations: 
(1) Dr Anna Barnett and Dr Kate Wilmut

Anna and Kate head the research team on children with Developmental Co-ordination Disorder/’Dyspraxia at Oxford Brookes University and are part of the Institute for Research in Child Development and Movement Science Group at Oxford Brookes University.

They will give an outline of their research on DCD at Brookes and also talk about assessment and current approaches to intervention.
(2) There will be short presentations by parents of children with dyspraxia and an adult with dyspraxia outlining some of the difficulties they have faced and what/who has helped them. 
Parking: The barrier at the main entrance to Oxford Brookes on Gipsy Lane is up in the evenings, so parking should not be a problem in the car park on Gipsy Lane, at the front of the Clerici Building/Library.
Cost: £3 per person for Oxford Dyspraxia Group Funds (pay on arrival)
Please note: In the last newsletter I tried to attach details of the current DCD research Anna is doing for people interested in taking part in this. Unfortunately I don’t think people could open this document. If you are not able to attend the above meeting then please contact Anna Barnett on Tel: 01865 483680 or Email: abarnett@brookes.ac.uk for more information or to take part in current studies for children with DCD.

Occupational Therapy workshops

The next Parents Workshop being held at the Children’s Hospital, Headington, Oxford is Tuesday 13 May 2008 from 10-12. This is for parents of children who have been referred to the O.T. service (Please note my previous error that it is not for parents of children who have been referred to a Physiotherapist as they are not involved in this). If your child has dyspraxia but you have never attended this session for parents only then please contact Anne Sene or the OT secretary on 01865 231982 to ask if there is a place available to attend. 
Swimming Lessons
Does anyone have the contact details for Andrea who previously successfully taught swimming lessons for individuals and groups of children with dyspraxia at the Ormerod School, Headington, Oxford. I have a parent who would like their child to have swimming lessons. Alternatively if you know of another good private swimming instructor then please let me know (they live in Bicester).
OXFORDSHIRE AFASIC (Association For All Speech Impaired Children)  
Parents of children with Verbal Dyspraxia may be interested in this group (if you don’t already know about it). For more details about meeting in Oxfordshire and to receive the newsletter contact Gill Jenkins, Chair Oxfordshire Afasic 
01993 779184
info@oxfordshireafasic.co.uk
 News from the Dyspraxia Foundation:
1. AGM & Parents and Teachers Conference, 2008

Date: 14th June 2008

Venue:
The London Voluntary Resource Centre, London

Speakers: Lois Addy, Gill Dixon and Liam Plumridge

Topics: 

(1) Improving the attention/concentration of children with dyspraxia /DCD in the classroom using sensory regulation (Lois Addy, Senior Lecturer at York St John University)

(2) ‘It aint Rocket Science’, positive and practical strategies for support with living and learning that will help at and at school (Gill Dixon, Independent Special needs Advisor and mother of child with dyspraxia)

(3) ‘Beyond Boundaries: A Dyspraxic journey. Liam is a youth with dyspraxia who over a period of 4 weeks with 10 people with different disabilities trekked across Equador. To be shown on T.V in April he talks and shows slides of the experience

The day will run from 10.00 to 15.45 with the A.G.M taking place at 10.30 am followed by the speakers and a break for lunch. An exhibition will also be available. The cost of the day will be £55 for a professional and £45 for a parent. Members of Dyspraxia Foundation receive 10% discount. Book by Friday 30 May 2008

2. Conference for Professionals, 2008

Date: Saturday, 27th September

Venue:
Sheraton Heathrow Hotel, London

The reason for choosing Heathrow is that it has good road, coach, rail and air links which will hopefully attract professionals. 

The cost for the day will be £135 (DF membership discount applies) 

This may be of interest to any professionals working with your child

3. Classroom Guidelines 

This is now available on the DF website and featured in issue 31 of SEN Magazine.  www.senmagazine.co.uk
4. Fundraising
In April 2008 the DF will launch a fundraising initiative with Utility Warehouse that will offer members and supporters an opportunity to purchase utilities such as electricity, gas, landline, mobile and broadband services from a single provider at competitive rates whilst raising funds for the charity. 

The DF will be establishing fundraising pages on the website that will allow individual fundraisers to participate in a range of activities including overseas treks and domestic road runs. They will offer fundraising ideas and celebrate individual achievement.

5. British 10K London Road Race, Sunday 6th July
The Foundation has purchased 24 places for this regular fundraising event. Last year, 19 runners raised over £3,000 to help with our work.  Runners are desperately needed to join ‘Team Dyspraxia’.  All past runners written to and entry form available to download on the website.

6. Teens into adulthood conference, November 2008
We hope to host a teens into adulthood conference later this year along the same lines as the one held in Reading.  This event could be linked to the work of a local group with a strong adolescent or adult membership.  Funds are needed to ensure those affected are able to attend free of charge. 
(note from Julie - I will give people more information on this when I receive it)
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 See www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk for a wide range of useful information, free downloads and online shop for books, goods, donations and membership subscriptions.
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Many thanks and hope to see you on 7 May

Julie Lambert

Oxford Co-ordinator

Dyspraxia Foundation

