MEETING OF OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH OF AFASIC

MINUTES
Date:
Monday 17th March 2008
Venue: Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon
A Question and Answer session was held with Anne Keating and Nicky Walker.

Anne is the integrated Service Manager (speech, language and communication). She works across both “health” and “education” supporting teams of both Speech and Language Therapists and Teachers/TAs who work in schools (including the resource bases and special schools) in Oxfordshire, for children with speech, language and communication difficulties.
Nicky is the Advanced Practitioner for SENSS for Language and Communication, and, as well as being a Resource Base Coordinator for Caldecott L&CRB, has an overview of L&CRB’s in Oxfordshire.

Attendees: 
Gill Jenkins (chair), Amanda Letizia, Caroline Stephen (minutes), ALH, Gary Thomas, Sarah and Piers Heyworth, Jo Turner, Sarah Hiley, Chris and Helen Waters, Kate Lagden.
Apologies for Absence: Jean Tang and Leah Reeve


1.
Question and Answer Session
A lively discussion was held. Highlights of general interest are noted below:

· General agreement that there is a need for agencies to work more together and for there to be more guidance for parents coming out of HEPAC (or from doctors with a diagnosis) on what to do next for their children.
· Feeling that the more pushy or educated parents generally get more support for their children.

· There are 55 S&LT’s in Oxfordshire (equivalent of 35 full time bodies).

· An issue was raised by a parent/teacher that there was a specific problem in Bicester with lack of S&L therapists input. This was acknowledged by Anne who said that they are trying to resolve this situation.
· Why aren’t there more children at Caldecott L&CRB? The government policy is to promote inclusion as the best educational route where possible. Therefore encouragement is given to keep children in mainstream wherever possible. Nicky is involved in making the first judgement about whether the mainstream school can provide support & education ‘as well as’ the nearest base or special school. If so a local mainstream school is believed to be a better provision for a child.

· When, as a parent, you see things going wrong with your child’s education/support, what is the process? You should bring this up in the next termly review (of IEP’s).

· What is the future for L&CRB’s? We see diminishing numbers of attendees as a result of the political agenda of ‘inclusion’. However it is agreed that inclusion should not be at all costs, and that there will always be a need for L&CRB’s. The attendees at L&CRB’s increase as you progress through the academic years. KS1 children are encouraged to go to mainstream where possible. KS2 has more children in the bases and at KS3 and KS4 the bases are ‘packed’.

· Is there sufficient S&LT support available? Yes, and this is allocated where there is the demand. Resources are relocated to areas where numbers of children requiring support increase significantly.

· How do we know what ‘qualification level’ a specific S&LT is at? There are no experience ‘grades’ for S&LT’s. They are either newly qualified or experienced. If you want to find out more about a specific S&LT that is supporting your child ask other parents who have had them for their experiences. There are internal systems however for assessing the standard of a S&LT’s work. If as a parent you have concerns regarding the standard of work/support that you are receiving, either from a S&LT or a LACAT, you should raise this with Anne. (All S&LT’s and LACAT’s in Oxfordshire are accountable to Anne).
· Concern that a lot of people don’t know of the existence of the bases. OXCIS is a new directory of services, but is still under development. Primary Schools and SENCO’s should know about the bases, but this unfortunately isn’t always the case. SENCO’s do have a higher profile now, but possibly some need more training/awareness of what additional support/resources are available. Anne will talk to the S&LT’s about talking to parents about bases when they may be appropriate for the children being supported.

· Nicky can recommend a place in a S & L unit as an appropriate placement but is not allowed to advise anyone to choose Caldecott specifically for their child. She will encourage/support inclusion as far as possible but not at all costs.
· If you think your child needs more S&LT support how do you get it? Constant reviews of a child’s progress against IEP’s is essential. If you think more S&LT support is required this should be raised at one of the reviews. Support can be increased/decreased until maximum levels of progress are achieved for the child in question. Support provided is always needs led. Provision will be available if required and the allocation of resources can always be upped if needed.

· Do we have ‘5 year targets’ for children’s achievement? No. This is impossible. Statements are reviewed annually and it is not practical to look beyond a year in advance, with termly reviews along the way. All children develop at different rates, and it is quite possible that a child can surprise those involved with them by the amount of progress they may start to make. Therefore the targets are normally moveable feasts.


· What does Anne think about the Bercow Review? (Post meeting note, see the latest on the John Bercow Review interim report on this link: http://www.gnn.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?NewsAreaID=2&ReleaseID=362046)      
Anne is very pleased that this review has been conducted, and will use anything from the final report that she can to support increases of resources and numbers of S&LT staff.
2.
Date of Next Meetings

The AGM will take place in May 2008. Date and venue to be communicated. 


Action: Gill

Afasic is celebrating its 40th Anniversary in 2008. To mark this, groups all over the country will be holding some sort of event late June/early July to celebrate this milestone. Oxfordshire Afasic will be joining in, and aim to have a family event towards the end of June at Thomley Hall. More details will be communicated when the date has been agreed.

Action: Gill

3. A.O.B.

Remember to check out the Oxfordshire AFASIC branch web site. It has details of useful information and links to other relevant associations. Information can be found on the site on KEEN – which provides activities for special needs children, including outings and sports activities, aimed at giving carers a break.
www.oxfordshireafasic.co.uk
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