MEETING OF OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH OF AFASIC
TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2005
CALDECOTT LANGUAGE RESOURCE BASE ABINGDON

Present:   Gill Jenkins (Secretary), Linda Compton-James (Member), Helen Waters, 
                 Chris Waters, Caroline Stephen, Claire Garrison, Andrea Harvey, Carole

                 Rhodes, Jo French.
Apologies for absence:  Margaret Lay, Sarah Hiley

Minutes of Meeting
Developing the group
The meeting was attended by Lola Clinton Afasic Local Groups Liaison Officer. She had been invited to join the meeting to give the group some advice on how to develop the group and what support was available to them from central office.
Firstly Lola Clinton told us a little about herself and her role in Afasic then each person introduced themselves and told how they had found out about Afasic and how they would like to see the group develop.

There then followed a general discussion  including:

        Methods of communicating information to each other: Yahoo group
                                                                                                Own website

                                                                                                E-mail 

                                                                                                Phone trees

        How to find out what members want from the group:   Surveys
                                                                                                Wishlists

        Obtaining publications from central office

        What other local groups do

        What central Afasic can offer

        Where meetings should be held and facilities eg creche
It was agreed that a survey should be sent out to all local members and contacts to determine what they would like to see the group organising and becoming involved with in the future. 
Action: Gill/Claire/Andrea to meet to prepare and send out survey. Date TBA.
Membership

Gill gave details to the meeting of how to take out Afasic membership. There are currently only three members attending meetings and although it was not essential to be a member to attend meetings it could help with future ventures. Details can be found on the Afasic website.
Officials of the group 

Linda Compton-James has agreed to take on the position of treasurer from Humph Harker
Margaret would also like to step down as Chairperson. Gill will takeover the Chairpersons role if a replacement secretary can be found. Caroline has agreed to consider this.
Action: Linda to contact Humph to arrange handover.
Any Other Business
An invitation has been received from the Parent Partnership for Afasic to have a stall at their Nuts & Bolts Day on May 14th.  It was agreed that we should attend. Gill, Claire & Linda volunteered to run stall
Action: Gill to confirm attendance with Parent Partnership

Next Meeting

April/May 2005 after surveys have been returned. Venue and date to be arranged. (Pub/ Tuesday or Thursday)
